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This Is my previlege to introduce to the world of scholars 
this first publication (Sri Venkateswara University Oriental Series 
No. 6) of the earliest known Telugu commentary on the world 
famous Srimad Bhagavad Git a. This commentary is the work of 
the well known Telugu Vaggeyakara (composer of songs) Peda 
Tirumalacharya (14754554 A.D.) who was a worthy son of the 
more reputed composer Annamacharya (1424 1503 A.D.) of 
Tallapakam, a village in the Cuddapah District, Andfara Pradesh. 
Both the son and the father were great devotees of God Sri 
Venkateswara, the Lord of the Seven Hills in the Chitoor District, 
and their songs, running to several thousands, are simply the 
outbursts of their sincere deep devotion to the Lord. 

The commentary under publication is written in a simple 
colloquial Telugu that was in common use in the days to which 
the work belongs. Further, the author was a staunch follower of 
the Visistadvaita system as expounded by Sri Ramanujacharya 
and hence in his commentary he has closely followed that 
great philosopher's well known Sanskrit commentary on the 
Bhagavad Gita' 

The present edition has been brought out by collating eight 
manuscripts of the work that are available in the Manuscript 
collections in the Sri Venkateswara University Oriental Research 
Institute, the Tamilnadu Government Oriental Manuscript 
Library, Madras, and the Sarasvati Mahal Library, Thanjavur- 
My thanks are due to the authorities of the last mentioned two 
MSS libraries for their kind co-operation and help they rendered 
us in consulting the manuscripts of their respective libraries. I 
offer my sincere thanks to Dr. G. N. Reddy, Professor and Head 
of the Department of Telugu, Sri Venkateswara University, for 
complying with our request to undertake the work of editing this 
book. He has been assisted, in this task, by Sri K. J. Krishna- 
moorthy, Lecturer in Telugu, and Sri A. V. Srinivasacharyulu ? 
Research Assistant in Telugu, both belonging to the staff of our 
Sri Venkateswara University Oriental Research Institute. I 



IV 



heart| y congratulate these scholars for their success In bringing 
out this scholarly edition. 

Our Oriental Research Institute an d the present edition owe 
a lot to the dynamic personality of our esteemed Vice- Chancellor, 
Prof. K. Satchidananda Murty. It is he who has undertaken the 
task of reorganising the Oriental Research Institute, in the line 
of recommendations of a committee of experts, specially consti- 
tuted for the purpose. He has sanctioned the necessary funds 
for bringing out this book. Above all, he has enriched this 
edition by adding his scholarly Introduction. I am indeed very 
much beholden to him for all these kind acts. 

I thank Sri D. Hanumantha Rao of Kranti Press, Madras^ 
for printing this book in an attractive manner within a short 
period. 



_, ,, u ^ S. SANKARANARAYANAN, 
5th March, 1 General Editor, 

icm I Director, 

y/ | Sri Venkateswara University 

TIP TIP ATT Oriental Institute, 
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Edition 1965. 

8. Vide Presidential Address delivered by Mahamahimo- 
padhyaya B. S. PanehamukhL 4th Annual congress of Epigra- 
phical Society of India, January 1978, Madras. 
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4. Vide Introduction, Grammar of Teloogoo language by 
A. D. campboll. First Edition, 1816, Madras. 

5. T. T. D. Bpigraphical Series Vol. I to VI. Edited by 
Sri Sadhu Subrahmanya Sastry, 1931, Tirupati. 
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